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1. “Chamise Six 2016” by TeamSoCal 

 View/Download at: https://vimeo.com/teamsocal/chamisesix2016  

 This video was created to celebrate the fun the participants had paddling the 

Chamise Gorge section of the North Fork Kern River.  

 The clips in the video were captured in 2016 on February 18, April 09, May 05 

& 06, and June 26. (Attachment A.)  

 TeamSoCal’s vimeo page states that flows depicted are in the 225 to 325 cfs 

range. That is consistent with the data from the United States Geological Survey 

(“USGS”), which shows the mean flow on those days ranged from 174 to 301 cfs: 

February 18:  174 cfs 
April 09:  301 cfs 
May 05:  280 cfs 
May 06:  281 cfs 
June 26:  231 cfs 

(Attachment B.)  

 The boaters who participated in this video include:  

Liz Duxbury 
Brett Duxbury 

Anthea Raymond 
Jonathan Cizmar 

Brian Burton 
Peter Wiechers 
Geno Hacker 
Brian Burton 



Bob Nash 
Jonah Grubb 

Tiem Cui 
Travis Collins 

Jeremy Snyder 
 

TeamSoCal is unaware of anyone who did not enjoy boating these days. Every boater 

listed has returned to paddle this section at similar flows.  

 

2. “February 27, 2021” by Geno Hacker 

 View/Download at:  

https://www.fb.com/groups/kernriverboaters/permalink/2905553486390382/ 

 “It is amazing how much fun 200 cfs can be,” Hacker says. (Attachment C.)  

  

3. “March 27, 2021” by Brett Duxbury 

 View/Download at:  https://www.facebook.com/kernville/posts/10222298608832299 

 Just after noon on March 27, 2021, Kern River Boaters members Liz Duxbury, 

Brett Duxbury, Ellen Kenney, Rick Norman, and Dale Murphy traveled to Calkins Flat 

on the dewatered reach of the North Fork Kern to paddle the Chamise section. KR3 

was down for repairs and offline.  

 The group arrived to discover a Sierra South van and two boaters: a Sierra 

South kayak instructor and his kayak student.  



 

 
Chamise put-in, 12:41 p.m., March 27, 2021. 

 

 The Sierra South instructor informed the Kern River Boaters group that he and 

his student had completed two runs of the Chamise section, they had a great time on 

both, and they were excited to begin their third run down that stretch that day.  



 The KRB group was surprised that Sierra South was conducting business on this 

section at this level, given recent statements1 by Sierra South owner Tom Moore and 

others involved in the commercial rafting business that 550 cfs was the minimum 

required flow on the Chamise section for an enjoyable experience.  

 On the day in question, there was about 220 cfs in the riverbed. 

 
 A video memorializing that day is here:  

  https://www.facebook.com/kernville/posts/10222298608832299 

 
 
  

 
1  SCE relicensing meeting, February 10, 2021.  



 

 
 



 
Stills from 27MAR21 video 

  

4. American Whitewater / Kern River Outfitters 

 American Whitewater analyzed the 1994 Boater Study and concluded, 

“whitewater recreation is enhanced on the Kern at flows above 200 to 250 cfs” — 

and advocated that all flows from “200 to 1,400 cfs” should be left in the river to 

“enhance” recreation in the dewatered reach. (Attachment D & I.)  

 

5. Chuck Richards / Kern River Outfitters 

 AW’s conclusions were seconded by local outfitter Chuck Richards, adding that 

kayakers could “have fun” on the dewatered reach at only 200-250 cfs. (Attachment 

E.)  

 

6.  Tom Moore / Sierra South  

 Owner of Sierra South Tom Moore used to support protection of flows below 

700 cfs — and even below 550 cfs — in KR3’s dewatered reach. In 1996 — well after 

the completion of the boater study — Moore argued, “When the river rises to 300 cfs, 

it should be retained in the riverbed . . . .” Why 300? “Many active Kern Boaters 



know the levels that we need to boat in this 15-mile reach of the diversion, [and 

they] actively start boating when the river rises to 300 cfs.” (Attachment F.)  

 Earlier, Moore argued to “return flow to the river from March through August 

whenever the available flow is 300 to 1,100 cfs,” and to do so every day. Moore 

supported his conclusion with an observation that flows starting at 300 cfs (and 

continuing to 1,100) would “make a much more enjoyable river experience and 

useage.” (Attachment G & H.)  

  

7.  Katharine Haines 

 Katharine Haines asked the managing agencies to “respect the public interest by 

making the highest use of the river by reserving the first 1,400 cfs for public use.” 

(Attachment I.)  

 

8.  Gary Valle 

 Gary Valley supported “the AWA and KRO recommended flow releases of all 

natural flow between 200 cfs and 1,400, year round.” (Attachment J.)  

 

9. Chris Brown / Whitewater Voyages 

 On May 30, 2020, Whitewater Voyages’ co-owner Chris Brown is seen in the 

following screenshot running a company raft down Chamise at 625 cfs, which is well 

below the 900 cfs “minimum enjoyable” level set by the 1994 study. 



 
Brown guiding a Voyages’ raft on Chamise at about 625 cfs 

 

 

 
 
  



ATTACHMENT A 

SCREENSHOT OF FILES USED TO COMPOSE “CHAMISE SIX 2016” 

 

 



ATTACHMENT B 

 

SCREENSHOTS OF USGS GAUGE DATA FOR KR3 DEWATERED REACH 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 



ATTACHMENT C 
 

SCREENSHOT OF GENO HACKER’S “February 27, 2021” 
 

 



 

 

 

ATTACHMENT D 

COMMENTS OF AMERICAN WHITEWATER 

FERC E-LIBRARY No. 19941011-0107, at p. 5 

 

 
 

 



 

ATTACHMENT E 

COMMENTS OF CHUCK RICHARDS / KERN RIVER OUTFITTERS 

FERC E-LIBRARY No. 19941011-0107, at “Appendix B” 

 

 
 

 

  



ATTACHMENT F 

COMMENTS OF TOM MOORE / SIERRA SOUTH 

FERC E-LIBRARY No. 1996-1127-0288, at p. 2 

 

 
 

 

 

 
 
 
 
  



ATTACHMENT G 

COMMENTS OF KATHARINE HAINES 

FERC E-LIBRARY No. 19950518-0066, at p. 7 

 

 
 

 



ATTACHMENT H 

COMMENTS OF TOM MOORE / SIERRA SOUTH 

FERC E-LIBRARY No. 19940802-0010, at p. 127 

 

 
 

 

 

ATTACHMENT I 

COMMENTS OF AMERICAN WHITEWATER 

FERC E-LIBRARY No. 19950516-0150, at p. 11 

 



 
 

 

 

  



ATTACHMENT J 

COMMENTS OF GARY VALLE / KERN RIVER ALLIANCE 

FERC E-LIBRARY No. 19961127-0296, at p. 3 

 

 

 
 

 


