
Kern River Ranger Program: Tricia asked the outfitters about hiring a river ranger. She thinks 
the best use of a ranger would be a team of 2, shore-based. The Rangers could go on the water 
with the outfitters once a week. John Stallone, agreed with Tricia. Land-based rangers are more 
effective. Al asked, what the outfitter’s expectations of the shore-based rangers would be? 
Chris, they should manage put-in’s and take-out’s, make sure they stay clear and keep traffic 
moving. Also, trash. Luther Stephens: Agreed with Chris. Stated, they can be a spokesperson 
for the area. Answer questions for private boaters, and keep the designated put-in and take-out 
open. Matt Volpert added, make sure they are flexible moving from Upper to Lower.  

Tom Moore, I think shore-based is much more effective than being on the river. Outfitters and 
private boaters do a great job helping each other. Shore-based people are the ones who put 
themselves at risk. Trash is the big issue, would it be better if we spend the money on another 
dumpster? Matt asked, how much is a dumpster? Gary Ananian, for approximately 40 service 
days the cost is $1,400. Barbara Hinkey, Keepers of the Kern goal is for 25 trash dumpsters, 
currently, have 17. Tricia, the Forest Service plans to have the same amount of bins as last 
year.  

Tricia, it seems like a shore-based ranger would be more effective. Chris, it’s all a trade- off, is 
the value worth it? With low water they will only have a few put-in’s and take-out, last year would 
have been much different. Luther, land based is easier to train versus on water. Tricia 
mentioned she had an intern last year whose focus was shore-based, won’t have an this intern 
this year.  

Mary Ann Dechant asked, what’s the cost of a river ranger? Tricia, a GS5 level employee is 
$15K for 6 months. GS5 level is a forest protection officer, so they can write tickets. Keli 
Stafford, we prefer to have 2 patrolling together. I like both options, dumpsters plus land- based 
rangers. Tom asked Keli, how strongly are you enforcing the no camping out of designated 
areas? Keli, strongly. Let us know if you see anyone camping in areas they shouldn’t be.  

Wishlist / Ideas: Matt asked, anything else on the wish list? Chris, continue to improve the 
limestone ramp, add a rail. Luther mentioned, thank you Tricia for the improvements to the 
Limestone ramp. All of the improvements at put-in’s have been great, represents the resource 
as it should be. Chris mentioned it’s not a top priority for this season, but Chamise flat could use 
some improvements on the dirt road. Tricia asked Chris, could we meet on the ground there? 
Chris, yes. Brett Duxbury, improve the access points at Thunderbird and Calkins flat, the roads 
are rutted and make it difficult for low clearance vehicles to drive around on the dirt. Tricia, yes, 
they’re terrible. We have a list of projects up-river to improve the aprons and access roads. 
Thunderbird and Calkins are on our list to fix. Keli Stafford added they plan to re-establish the 
boulders around the access points. Tricia, on the wish list is to improve the bulletin boards, new 
info, and better photos. Tom, yes, improving the appearance would help the shore-based folks.  

Granite / Keysville / Slippery Rock Update: Minor improvements are in progress at the 
Granite site. Keysville, the cultural survey is finished. 3,000 features and 900 agriculture sites 
were found. These findings will delay fixes to the campground and trail maintenance. Harrison 
asked, were there any issues with the turning radius at Slippery Rock? Chris: Yes, it is very 
tight. People park in bad spots for buses, making it difficult to drive around. The shoulders are 
sandy, so people avoid going off to the side of the road. If we can make access wider that may 
help. Chris also added a rail at Slippery Rock would be nice, an item we could add to the wish 
list. Brett, the sticky bushes are bad there too, could be cut back. Chris, with low water it will 
probably be a small window if we use the slippery rock put-in.  



John asked, will Black Gulch be open? Tricia, yes. New toilets, the road is improved. It will be 
managed as an undeveloped camping area. The plan is to make it a group camping area with 
reservation only. Probably another year as an undeveloped camping area. Luth asked, will there 
be trash bins down low? Tricia, yes.  

Swapping River Trips Process: Luther explained the 3 options with swapping. 1) Trip 
switches, 3 times a year we can move trips from the Upper to the Lower. 2) Sharing allocation 
with outfitters. 6 times a month. 3) On the Forks, a trade. Outfitters can ask to launch with a 
fellow outfitter. Tricia will be the point of contact on swapping. Email is preferred for 
communication.  

Riverside Park Update: Tom, thanks to Tricia for extending the construction grant for 2 years. 
So far they have spent $100K just on permitting. Tom mentioned, they spoke with the county 
and they now may require a CEQA (California Environmental Quality Act). This would be a huge 
burden.  

Keepers of the Kern Update / River Clean Up: Congratulations to Keepers for receiving, 
“Outstanding Wild & Scenic River Stewardship award.” Barbara, Keepers will be visible on 
weekends, boaters should let them know if they see areas that need help.  

Chris would like to have a formalized river clean up with multiple partners. The best dates would 
be for high use. Upper Kern clean-up after memorial weekend. Lower Kern clean- up after July 
4th. Chris said he can take lead on this project. Will coordinate with FS to have roadside 
assistance to help with trash pickup. Tricia, Forest Service will be on board to help.  


