
Accountant Status: Karen Miller talked about the rec fee status. As of last year, the Forest 
Service had collected $78,000 in permit fees. The money was transferred to help pay California 
fire bill. Forest Service does not know if congress will approve reimbursement of funds. In past 
years, it varies in how much is refunded, but we just don’t know this time. Al Watson, stated the 
plan is to continue with the same trajectory in how we utilize funds, and the Forest Service 
commitment is to look for other options to keep projects moving forward. Tom Moore asked, do 
we need to be more aggressive in spending our fee money? Al Watson answered, this is the 
last year of fire money being borrowed. Congress has approved a change in funding. Luther 
Stephens added a positive note, thanks to the partnership we have accomplished a lot with the 
fee money.  

Kern River Ranger Program: Tricia Maki said, the river ranger program is still moving forward, 
and is being funded. Maki mentioned due to the government shutdown the hiring process was 
delayed. Hopefully, posting the job in April. Tom Moore mentioned, if you need any input on the 
scope of the job, let us know. Amy Masi added, to clarify the river manager position is not an 
officer. They will qualify as a Forest Protection Officer. Al Watson mentioned, for a college 
student this is a great way to get into the Forest Service. The program is called Pathways, the 
hiring process will take some time, but will be worth the wait.  

Wishlist Update: Tricia Maki went over the 2018 wishlist and provided updates on the projects. 
New information boards. Mary Cole submitted a funding proposal for new interpretive boards. 
The funding came through. Maki said there will be 8 new two-panel boards and 1 three-panel 
board. The boards will be educational for the public. Will have a map of the area, names of 
rapids, safety, and trash protocols. Maki also added there will be a new information board at the 
democrat take-out, should be up soon. John Stallone asked, will there be a new board at 
Keysville? Maki answered, we can work with BLM and see if a board can go there. Tom Moore 
mentioned, that if the Forest Service needs a second set of eyes on the board let the outfitters 
know.  

On the wishlist items, Brett Duxbury mentioned the aprons at Calkins flat and Thunderbird are in 
bad shape and need repair. Tricia Maki agreed. Maki also added she would like to meet with  

Chris Brown about the Chamise put-in and go over repairs needed. For our 2019 wishlist Tom 
Moore spoke for all the outfitters and said, the cemetary take-out access is our most important 
item. His initial idea is build a few steps, minimal work, then in a few years design a much better 
take-out. Tricia stated, she would like to set up a meeting on the ground this year. Matt Volpert 
agreed with Tom Moore and highlighted this was the outfitters biggest wishlist item for 2019.  

BLM Updates: Brie Chartier explained many of the new developments with the Keysville and 
other BLM launch sites. The BLM is in the beginning stages of a new campground at Keysville. 
They envision the campground will be paid, and be available for large groups, which will make 
the area more sustainable and organized. An environmental impact study is needed to get this 
done, Keysville is a sensitive site. Chartier mentioned for Keysville and Granite they plan to 
maintain the roads better than previous years, and if anyone has any issues with access please 
let her know.  

Charter added the broken step at the Granite launch has been repaired. The slippery rock 
launch is going to be updated. BLM plans to remove the unnecessary fencing and old signs, 
add retention steps, set-up more picnic tables, and update the kiosk board with river safety. 
Chris Brown mentioned, the road to put-in A is very rough, it would be helpful if it was repaired. 



Chartier answered, we will have an engineer look at the road. Matt Volpert asked, will you have 
patrol at Keysville during the holiday weekends? Chartier, yes. The BLM plans on having a 
dedicated ranger and bilingual, should be in good shape for memorial weekend. John Stallone 
added, the first quarter mile is chaos, has seen over 1K people in and around the river. As pre-
emptive as you can be is important, Keysville is a yearly issue for us. Kenny Bushline 
mentioned, it’s a tricky issue and we appreciate the effort in solving the problem. 
Barbara Hinkey asked, will you bring extra dumpsters during the weekend? Brie Chartier 
answered, long term plans, yes. The BLM is looking at all options. Chartier understands the 
concerns, the staff goals this year is to make contact with every party. Chartier summarized the 
updates and concerns by saying these conversations have highlighted the agencies awareness 
of this issue. Chartier added, 1) doing a combined PR River safety campaign by partnering with 
SAR, USFS, NPO's and us and the USFS. 2) BLM employees, especially management to run 
the section of river in Keysville. 3) Increase the commercial outfitter use of BLM lands by 
providing a training and support workshop on our permit process.  

Update on the USACOE Dam Reconstruction Project: Dionne explained the dam project is in 
phase II. Construction along 155 will continue with a detour that will go into effect this spring. 
Blasting will continue into 2020. Construction in the recreation areas will occur Monday-
Thursday, 7 AM to 7 PM. They will not be operating between Memorial Day and Labor Day. 
Tom Moore asked, how long will the delays take? Dionne answered, the detour should help 
alleviate the delay length, no exact time though. Kenny Bushling asked, how’s the dam 
construction timeline? Dionne, the dam project is closer to finishing for the end of 2022 versus 
the beginning of 2022. Also note the Corps of Engineers is holding public meetings the first 
week of April in Kernville and Lake Isabella to answer questions about the project.  

Water Outlook: Luther Stephens, we have a great snowpack. Looking at current data, the 
snowpack is around 175% of normal. It’s helpful that they drained the lake and finished Phase I 
of the dam project on time, fixing Borel. So far everything is aligning for a terrific season. 
Stephens added, we’re grateful for the partnership with the Forest Service in finishing our 
operating plans.  

Riverside Park Update: Tom Moore, county wants us to do a CEQA which would cost $400K. 
This process would severely slow down the project. Tricia asked, is there enough money to get 
the project completed. Tom Moore, not yet, he wants to finish the permit process first. He’s 
confident that they can get the funding to complete the project.  

Keepers of the Kern Update. Congratulations to Keepers for receiving, “Outstanding Wild & 
Scenic River Stewardship award.” Barbara Hinkey, appreciates being part of this meeting. For 
the adopt a campground dumpsters, they have 19 dumpsters and 22 porta potties. Next year 
they will have vault toilets. Keepers is always looking for more volunteers. Barbara stressed that 
if we see anything that Keepers can help assist or clean please let them know. Al Watson, 
thanked the Keepers for their dedicated work. It’s a pleasure having a productive relationship 
with the volunteers.  

Bin Items: Tricia Maki talked about a few upcoming projects. New vault double unit toilets will 
be installed this fall. They will be at Chico Flat, Coral Creel and Calkins. The Forest Service is 
doing a pilot program at old gold ledge campground. It will be permitted camping on Holiday 
weekends, the permit is free.  

 


